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1 . AETER LUNCHEON TODAY BY SEMONOVS FOR MRS. JOHNSON 
AND ME, TALKING EROM PREPARED NOTES, SEMENOV QUESTIONED 
ME AT GREAT LENGTH ON BACKGROUND AND REASONS FOR OUR 
PROPOSING RECESS AT THIS TIME, REFERRING TO TODAY'S 
PRESS REPORTS OF PRESIDENT-ELECT CARTER'S PRESS CON- 
FERENCE TO THE EFFECT THAT HE HOPED THAT THE PRESENT 
ADMINISTRATION "WILL CONTINUE PUSHING FOR A NEW STRATEGIC 
ARMS AGREEMENT." I SAID THAT I WAS IN NO WAY ABLE TO 
SPEAK FOR THE FUTURE ADMINISTRATION, BUT THAT I WAS UNDER 
INSTRUCTIONS TO RETURN TO WASHINGTON AND I PLAN THERE, 
TOGETHER WITH MY DELEGATION, TO DO ALL POSSIBLE TO HELP 
PREPARE TRANSITION TO THE NEW ADMINISTRATION. I FELT 
CONFIDENT AND THOUGHT THAT THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT SHOULD 
FEEL CONFIDENT, ON THE BASIS OF PRESIDENT-ELECT CARTER'S 
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DO ALL POSSIBLE TO CONTINUE AND CARRY EORWARD THE WORK ON 
SALT, AND THAT FOR THE REMAINDER OF THE PRESENT SESSION 
HERE IN GENEVA I WAS PREPARED AND HOPED TO DO EVERYTHING I 
COULD TO MOVE THINGS EORWARD BEFORE WE RECESSED. TO 
THIS END I HAD PROPOSED PLENARY MEETINGS ON BOTH WED- 
NESDAY AND ERIDAY AND, IE HE DESIRED, I WOULD BE PRE- 
PARED TO HAVE PRIVATE MEETINGS WITH HIM ON THURSDAY AND 
SATURDAY. I SAID IT WAS NOT OUR INTENT TO TREAT THIS 
RECESS IN ANY DRAMATIC FASHION AND IT WAS MAY PROPOSAL 
THAT PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT BE IN AS ROUTINE A MANNER AS 
POSSIBLE. I SAID THAT I WAS SURE WASHINGTON ALSO HAD 
THE SAME VIEW AND, THEREFORE, WANTED TO APPROVE WHATEVER 
PRESS RELEASE WE MADE ON SUBJECT HERE. I THEN SAID THAT, 
ALTHOUGH I HAD NOT CHECKED TEXT WITH WASHINGTON, MY 
PROPOSAL WAS THAT HOLLOWING USUAL STATEMENT REPORTING 
PACTS OP FRIDAY'S MEETING, WE WOULD CLOSE WITH SENTENCE 
READING: 'THE DATE POR RESUMPTION OP THE NEGOTIATIONS 
AT GENEVA WOULD BE DETERMINED BY MUTUAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN 
THE TWO GOVERNMENTS." HE SAID HE DID NOT YET HAVE ANY 
INSTRUCTIONS AND WOULD BE IN TOUCH WITH ME WHENEVER HE DID. 

2. I THEN MADE STATEMENT TO HIM ON HEAVY BOMBERS ALONG 
LINES REFTEL. I SAID THAT THIS WAS RELATED TO STATEMENT 
THAT I WOULD MAKE TOMORROW ON DATA BASE, BUT AS BOMBER 
NUMBER MATTER HAD ONLY BEEN SUBJECT OF PRIVATE CONVER- 
SATIONS BETWEEN US I WOULD MAKE NO REFERENCE THERETO 
IN MY PLENARY STATEMENT.JOHNSON 
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